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	Personal information
	

	First name(s) / Surname(s) 
	Foteini Samartzi

	Address(es)
	96 Anaximandrou str, 54250, Thessaloniki, GREECE

	Telephone(s)
	+30 2310 781136 (ext. 0-136), +30 2310 365370
	
	

	Fax(es)
	+30 2310 489109, +30 2310 365371

	E-mail
	samartzi@vri.rg

	
	

	Nationality
	Greek

	
	

	Date of birth
	12/4/1961

	
	

	Gender
	Female

	
	

	Work experience
	

	
	

	Dates
	December 2000 onwards 

	Occupation or position held
	Researcher 

	Main activities and responsibilities
	Research: organizing and participating in research activities, applying for funding, presenting and publishing research results in international congresses and scientific journals, training and consulting young researchers. Field/Topics: Domestic animal reproduction: endocrinology, reproductive management, in vitro embryo production, gamete and embryo preservation.

	Name and address of employer
	Veterinary Research Institute, Hellenic Agricultural Organization (former National Agricultural Research Foundation), 
NAGREF Campus, 57001 Thermi - Thessaloniki, Greece

	Type of business or sector
	Public Research Institute

	
	

	Dates
	September 1999-August 2003

	Occupation or position held
	Special Assistant (fully assigned on the basis of Presidential Decree 407/80) in the Clinic of Obstetrics and Reproduction, Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Thessaly

	Main activities and responsibilities
	Teaching and Clinical training (students in 7th to 10th semester). Field/Topic: Domestic animal Reproduction

	Name and address of employer
	Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Thessaly
Trikalon 224, 43100 Karditsa, Greece

	Type of business or sector
	University 

	
	

	Dates
	April 1996 – December 2000

	Type of business or sector
	Private veterinary practice

	
	

	Education and training
	

	Dates
	1993

	Title of qualification awarded
	PhD

	Principal subjects/occupational skills covered
	Thesis Title: Study of the superovulatory response of Chios sheep to PMSG and in vitro evaluation of embryo viability

	Name and type of organisation providing education and training
	Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece

Funded by the State Scholarships Foundation

	
	

	Dates
	1987 

	Title of qualification awarded
	Degree in Veterinary Medicine (DVM), 

	Principal subjects/occupational skills covered
	Anatomy, Physiology, Internal medicine, Surgery, Obstetrics/Reproduction (farm animals, companion animals); Animal Production/Animal Science; Food hygiene and technology

	Name and type of organisation providing education and training
	Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, Greece

	
	

	Personal skills and competences
	

	
	

	Mother tongue(s)
	Greek

	
	

	Other language(s)
	English, French

	Self-assessment
	
	Understanding
	Speaking
	Writing

	European level (*)
	
	Listening
	Reading
	Spoken interaction
	Spoken production
	

	English 
	
	C1
	Proficient user
	C1
	Proficient user
	C1
	Independent user
	C1
	Independent user
	C1
	Independent user

	French
	
	A1
	Basic user
	A2
	Basic user
	A1
	Basic user
	A1
	Basic user
	
	

	
	(*) Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

	
	

	Social skills and competences
	Team work

	
	

	Organisational skills and competences
	Coordinator in European International Research Project (SEE-ERA.NET PLUS Joint Call: Ref No ERA 83). 
Team leader in National Research Project (ARCHIMEDES I)

	
	

	Technical skills and competences
	Oestrus synchronization – Superovulation

Intrauterine Artificial Insemination (laparoscopy) in sheep
Embryo collection (surgical, laparoscopy), embryo transfer (surgical, laparoscopy) 

Ova collection (Laparoscopic Ovum Pick Up - LOPU) in sheep
In vitro embryo production (IVM, IVF, IVC) techniques

Embryo cryopreservation (slow freezing-programmed freezer and vitrification) 

	
	

	Computer skills and competences
	Competent with most Microsoft Office programmes, Experience with SPSS

	
	

	Additional information
	

	Selected Research Projects
	· Sustainable production of traditional cheeses from local sheep milk, in the Balkans: 1. Improved reproductive management of indigenous-sheep-breeds populations, 2. Ensuring traditional cheeses hygiene and quality» (SEE-ERA.NET PLUS Joint Call: Ref No ERA 83) Coordinator.
· Effect of chemical pollutants and anthelminthic drugs on the reproductive system of farm animals. (Ministry of Education, Project leader: Prof. P. Goulas) Team leader.

· Factors that affect success of embryo transfer in sheep of Greek breeds. (Ministry of Agriculture, Project leader: Prof. P. Tsakalof) Team member.

· Repeated in vivo ova collection and in vitro embryo production in ruminants. (General Secretariat of Research and Technology, Project leader: Dr. G.S. Amiridis) Team member.
· In vitro embryo production after melatonin administration in sheep of indigenous breeds of Greece and Hungary. (General Secretariat of Research and Technology, Project leaders: Dr. GS Amiridis, Prof. Sandor Cseh) Team member.

· Role of three glucosidases (NAGASE, α-MAN, β-GAL) in maturation and fertilization of oocytes. (General Secretariat of Research and Technology & French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Project leaders: Dr. Th Tsiligianni, Dr. P. Mermillod) Team member.

	
	

	Selected Publications
	· Plasma progesterone concentration in relation to ovulation rate and embryo yield in Chios ewes superovulated with PMSG. F Samartzi, S Belibasaki, E Vainas, C Boscos. Anim Reprod Sci, 39:11-21, 1995.
· Superovulatory response of Chios ewes during spring and autumn. F Samartzi, C Boscos, E Vainas, P Tsakalof. Anim Reprod Sci, 39: 215-222, 1995.
· Prevalence of subclinical mastitis and influence of breed, parity, stage of lactation and mammary bacteriological status on Coulter Counter Counts and California Mastitis Test in the milk of Saanen and autochthonous goats. C Boscos, A Stefanakis, C Alexopoulos, F Samartzi. Small Ruminant Res, 21:139-147, 1996.



	
	· Superovulatory response of Chios and Friesian ewes to two FSH-P dose levels. C Boscos, E Vainas, Th Kouskoura, F Samartzi, D Vafiadis, S Dellis. Reprod Domest Anim, 32:195-198, 1997.

· Use of progestagen-gonadotrophin treatments in estrus synchronization of sheep. CM Boscos, FC Samartzi, S Dellis, A Rogge, A Stefanakis, H Krambovitis. Theriogenology, 58 (7): 1261-1272, 2002.

· Assessment of progesterone concentration using EIA, for early pregnancy diagnosis in sheep and goats. CM Boscos, FC Samartzi, AG Lymberopoulos, A Stefanakis, S Belibasaki. Reprod Domes Anim, 38 (3): 170-174, 2003.

· Exploitation of embryos collected from Maedi-Visna seropositive ewes during eradication programs. E Vainas, D Papakostaki, V Christodoulou, U Besenfelder, GS Amiridis, B Kuehholzer, F Samartzi, G Brem. Small Ruminant Res, 62 (1-2): 129-134, 2006.

· Effect of porcine and ovine FSH on nuclear maturation of pig oocytes in vitro. F Samartzi, I Tsakmakidis, E Theodosiadou, E Vainas. Reprod Domest Anim, 43(2): 153-156, 2008.

· Neospora caninum infection in Greek dairy cattle herds detected by two antibody assays in individual milk samples. S Sotiraki, C Brozos, F Samartzi, G Schares, E Kiossis, FJ Conraths. Vet Par, 152 (1-2) 79-84, 2008.

· Effects of melatonin treatment on follicular development and oocyte quality in Chios ewes. Th Tsiligianni, I Valasi, S Cheh, E Vainas, V Faigl, F Samartzi, Th Papanikolaou, E Dovolou, GS Amiridis. Acta Vet Hungar 57 (2): 331-335, 2009.

· Sheep and Goat Farming in Greece: Implications and Challenges for the Sustainable Development of Less Favoured Areas. E Sossidou, Ch Ligda, I Mastranestasis, D Tsiokos, F Samartzi. Animal Science and Biotechnologies, 46 (2) 446-449, 2013 
· Highlights on artificial insemination (AI) technology in the pigs. T Khalifa, C Rekkas, F Samartzi, A Lymberopoulos, K Kousenidis, T Dovenski. Macedonian Veterinary Review, 37 (1) 5-34, 2014
· The activity of three glycosidases [β-Ν-acetyloglucosaminidase (NAGASE), α-mannosidase (α-MAN) and β-galactosidase] in the follicular fluid and in the maturation medium affects bovine oocyte maturation E. Dovolou, F. Samartzi, C. Perreau, F. Krania, A. Cordova, E. Vainas, G.S. Amiridis, P. Mermillod, Th. Tsiligianni. Theriogenology (accepted for publication)

	
	

	Book Chapters
	· Control of oestrus cycle in small ruminants. Samartzi F, Fthenakis GC, pages 49-59 
· Side effects of oestrous control. Fthenakis GC, Samartzi F, pages 179-182.

· Reproductive management (oestrus cycle) Samartzi F, Fthenakis GC. pages 571-579
In: Small Ruminant Reproduction, (Editor: GC Fthenakis), Giola Editions, Thessaloniki 2010 (ISBN: 978-960-418-282-4)

	
	

	Selected Congress Abstracts
	· Addition of melatonin to media improves in vitro maturation rate of swine oocytes. C. Rekkas, I. Tsakmakidis, A. Koronaki, I. Mastranestasis, F. Samartzi, E. Vainas. 7th Annual Conference of the European Society for Domestic Animal Reproduction (ESDAR), Dublin, 2003. (Oral Presentation OC1.2), Reprod Domest Anim, 38: 327, 2003.
· Relationship between glucosidases activity in the uterine luminal fluid and superovulatory response of Chios ewes. T Tsiligianni, F Samartzi, GS Amiridis, A Koronaki, C Liapouras, E Vainas. 7th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Dublin, 2003. (Poster Ρ114), Reprod Domest Anim, 38: 364, 2003.
· Effect of albendazole on plasminogen activator activity in the reproductive tract of the ewe during oestrus. P Mamali, E Theodosiadou, C Rekkas, G Batzias, F Samartzi, S Belibasaki. 8th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Warsaw, 2004. (Poster P112), Reprod Domest Anim, 39(4): 289.

· Effects of melatonin on in vitro maturation of bovine oocytes. I Dimitriadis, T Papanikolaou, E Vainas, G Amiridis, E Valasi, F Samartzi, CA Rekkas. 9th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Murcia, 2005. (Poster P229), Reprod Domest Anim, 40 (4): 397, 2005.

· Melatonin improves the developmental competence of sheep oocytes. E Valasi, Th Tsiligianni., Th Papanikolaou, I Dimitriadis, E Vainas, F Samartzi, GS Amiridis. 10th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Portoroz, 2006 (Poster P126), Reprod Domest Anim, 41 (4): 341, 2006. 
· The effect of albendazole administration on the concentration of ovarian steroids in the follicular fluid and the maturation of oocytes in the ewe. P Mamali, F Samartzi, GC Batzias, E Theodosiadou, E Vainas, P Goulas, S Belibasaki, F Saratsis. 16th International Congress on Animal Reproduction, Budapest, 2008 (Poster 501). Reprod Domest Anim 43 (s3): 192-193, 2008.
· In vitro effect of environmental pollutants on the response of boar spermatozoa to the induction of acrosome reaction. IA Tsakmakidis, E Theodosiadou, F Samartzi, P Goulas, X Karamanlis, A Kamarianos. 12th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Utrecht, 2008 (Poster P44), Reprod Domest Anim 43 (s5): 65, 2008 

· Steroid hormone concentrations and enzyme activities in the uterine luminal fluid of ewes after superovulation. F Samartzi, E. Theodosiadou, Th. Tsiligianni, A.G. Lymberopoulos, E. Vainas and C.A. Rekkas. 12th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Utrecht, 2008 (Poster P62), Reprod Domest Anim 43 (s5): 71, 2008


	Selected Congress Abstracts
	· The effect of albendazole and levamisole on ovarian steroid concentrations in the reproductive system of the ewe. P. Mamali, E. Theodosiadou, F Samartzi, C.A. Rekkas, F. Saratsis and S. Belibasaki. 12th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Utrecht, 2008 (Poster P 72), Reprod Domest Anim 43 (s5): 74, 2008.
· The effect of the anthelminthic drug levamisole on plasminogen activator activity in the reproductive system of the ewe. P. Mamali, E. Theodosiadou, F Samartzi, G. Batzias, P. Goulas and C.A. Rekkas. 12th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Utrecht, 2008 (Poster P119), Reprod Domest Anim 43 (s5): 87, 2008.

· Liquid Storage of Ovine Semen in a New Chemically Defined Medium. A.G. Lymberopoulos, T.A.A. Khalifa, I.A. Tsakmakidis, F Samartzi, E. Schmitt, S. Desherces and G. Delhomme. 13th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Ghent, 2009 (Presentation OC3-2), Reprod Domest Anim 44 (s3): 77, 2009.
· Effect of eCG on steroid hormone concentrations and plasminogen activator activity in the genital tract of ewes. F Samartzi, E. Theodosiadou, Th. Tsiligianni, A.G. Lymberopoulos, E. Vainas, C.A. Rekkas. 13th Annual Conference ESDAR, Ghent, 2009 (Poster P 132), Reprod Domest Anim 44 (s3): 123, 2009.

· Effect of eCG on the activity of glucosidases in the genital tract of ewes. F Samartzi, Th. Tsiligianni, E. Theodosiadou, A.G. Lymberopoulos, E. Vainas, C.A. Rekkas. 13th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Ghent, 2009 (Poster P 134), Reprod Domest Anim 44 (s3): 123, 2009.

· Long-term storage of porcine spermatozoa in chemically defined extenders. T Khalifa, C Rekkas, I Tsakmakidis, A Zdragas, F Samartzi, A Lymberopulos. 16th Annual Conference of the European Society for Domestic Animal Reproduction, Dublin, 2012 (Poster P 83), Reprod Domest Anim 47 (Suppl. 5): 91, 2012.

· Relationship between oocyte maturation and the activity of two glycosidases [β-Ν-acetyloglucosaminidase (NAGASE), α-mannosidase (α-MAN)] in bovine follicular fluid. Th Tsiligianni, F Samartzi, E Dovolou E Vainas, GS Amiridis, C Perreau, P Mermillod. 16th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Dublin, 2012 (Poster P 162), Reprod Domest Anim 47 (Suppl. 5): 111, 2012.

· Association between two glycosiadases activity (α-mannosidase and β-Ν-acetyloglucosaminidase) and in vitro fertilizing capacity of bovine oocytes  Th Tsiligianni, E Dovolou, F Samartzi, E Vainas, GS Amiridis, C Perreau, P Mermillod. Proceedings of the 28th Annual Meeting of the European Embryo Transfer Association (AETE), Saint Malo, France, 2012, p 220.

· Cryopreservation of sheep embryos by slow freezing or vitrification with or without caffeic acid. F Samartzi, E Theodosiadou, E Vainas, I Mastranestasis, Ch Bakaras, C Rekkas. 31st Scientific Meeting of AETE, Ghent, Belgium, 2015 (Poster A32E), Animal Reproduction 12 (3): 857, 2015 

· Superovulatory response of Lesvos ewes to p-FSH. F Samartzi, J Grizelj, S Vince, I Mastranestasis, A Saratsi, E Vainas, I Valasi, E Theodosiadou. 19th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Albena, Bulgaria, 2015 (Poster 128), Reprod Domest Anim 50 (Suppl. 3): 75, 2015.

· Ovarian steroid concentrations in Lesvos sheep superovulated with FSH. E Theodosiadou, F Samartzi, I Valasi, T Dovenski, A. Saratsi, Ch Bakaras, C Rekkas. 19th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Albena, Bulgaria,  2015 (Poster 148), Reprod Domest Anim 50 (Suppl. 3): 80, 2015.
· The activity of certain glycosidases in maturation medium is associated with bovine oocytes maturation. Th Tsiligianni, C Perreau, F Samartzi`, E. Dovolou, A Cordova, F. Krania, E. Vainas, P Mermillod. 19th Annual Conference of ESDAR, Albena, Bulgaria, 2015 (Poster 151), Reprod Domest Anim 50 (Suppl. 3): 81, 2015


	
	

	Citations
	There are 239 citations to my published work in SCI and Scopus publications and additional 282, in other scientific publications (scientific journals, PhD Theses, Master Theses, books etc)
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